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Latest news and bulletin updates

Issue #3

Sacramental Preparation:

First Reconciliation/First
Holy Communion

The Communion preparation class has begun!
The calendar has changed so please save the dates:

10/5/2025 Parents Meeting with Father Johnson in
the SJCS cafeteria at 9:55 a.m.

11/9/2025 Parents Meeting with Father Johnson in
the SJCS cafeteria at 9:55 a.m.

1/10/2026 First Reconciliation Retreat 9 a.m.
Please see website for important dates and info!

Confirmation

This 1s a big month for our Confirmandi -

Please note that the Fall Confirmation Retreat is on
Saturday, Oct 18th, 9 am-4 pm

Please bring: 1) your parents or sponsors, and 2) a
copy of your Baptismal Certificate, both sides 1f
not Baptized at SJCC.

Sponsor information and other documents
reviewed during the retreat are due on Oct 31st.

The Rite of Welcome Mass 1s on Nov 2nd at 11
am. Sponsors/parents are asked to attend with
candidate.

Please see website for important dates and info!

Christian Initiation for Children
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Faith Formation for Parents
Please join us for coffee and donuts while our
children are in class. Billy Kountz and Joseph
Locker are leading the discussion. All materials
are available to you free of charge.

Tips on “Praying with Children”

1. Use the last five minutes that we’re in the car
to remind them about proper behavior for
church, which includes time for silent prayer.

2. Using ACTS to pray - Adoration - tell God
how you love Him, Contrition - tell Him
what you are sorry for, Thanksgiving - tell
Him what you are thankful for, and
Supplication - ask God for anything you
need.

Faith Tours present:
Praying to the Saints

T'o teach children to pray with the saints, choose a
saint who inspires them, learn about his/her life
and why they are a saint, and then ask for their
help m specific situations. For instance, "St.
Anthony, please come around, something 1s lost
and needs to be found" for lost items or people.
When you recite the Hail Mary or the Divine
Mercy Chaplet, did you know you’re praying with
the Saints? Mary, Queen of All Saints, and St.
Faustina, to be exact. You can also read books and
do activities featuring saints, dress up as saints for
holidays, and always include -

St. , pray for us!" - in family prayers.
‘Which saint do you pray to? What’s one of your
go-to prayers?

This Month in Faith Formation

Current News:

During the month of October, our focus will be on the
prayer and the saints. According to Young Catholics, we

pray to saints for several reasons:

1. Protection: Saints intercede for us, asking God to

protect us from harm and keep us safe.

2. Strength and Hope: Saints offer strength and hope to
us, helping us i difficult times and to have a positive

outlook.

3. Healing: Saints are known for their healing powers,
and Catholics pray to them for the healing of those

who are sick or suffering.

maintain our health and well-being.

2

be all right when we heads down at night.

Grades Pre-K through 8 will visit the church and study
the saints and prayer - why we pray, where we pray, how
we pray, with whom we can pray and what we can pray
about? We will each pick a saint in the church who we

can learn about and pray with.

Please join us for the tour, join us in prayer and join us as

Good Health: Saints are also asked to ask God to

Peace and Tranquility: Saints intercede for us to live
i peace and tranquility, knowing that everything will

Favorite Question This Month
During “The Mass as a Holy Meal” tour,
Aiden Justice (4th grade) asked:

“Why doesn’t God just get rid of Satan?”
The answer: “God brought each and every
person into creation in His likeness because
He loves us. And because He doesn’t want
to force us to to love Him back, He gave us
“free will.” Satan chose to reject God. Satan
chose to think of himself as better than God.
Satan wants us to believe that we can be
better than God too. But loving God of our
own free will 1s choosing to say “Yes” to
God’s love and mercy.

Upcoming:

During the month of November, our focus
will be on Prayer and Thanksgiving.

A LOOK AHEAD AT TOURS in
CHURCH:

10/5/2025 Mass Tour — 6th-8th
10/12/2025  Columbus Day - No class
10/18/2025  Confirmation Retreat

Next up : Prayer Tour

we grow our prayer life...because without prayer, a

spiritual life 1s 1mpossible. Each of us is called into a

marvelous relationship with God.

Our website 18 up and runing

https://sjosephmacon.org/faith-formation/

Registration for Faith Formation continues until
the end of September. Your children may also bring

a friend to class, a tour, or to any family event!
Favorite Quote This Month
"The Rosary is the Bible on a string."
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A 2-MONTH LOOK AHEAD AT
EVENTS:

10/26/2025  All Saints Party - Please dress
as a saint, know the lyrics to When the Saints
Come Marching In, and be able to find your
saint upstairs in the church for a photo op.
There will be games, crafts, food and fun.
Middle School students and Confirmation
class will decorate and man the events.

11/30/2025 Advent Wreath Party -
Families are invited to join their children i
building a family Advent wreath as they
learn about Advent. Please bring a small
unwrapped gift to support a ministry. Also,
if you'd like to ‘swap’ or donate a nativity,
please bring yours !

at:-

Grades Pre-K -5
Meet at SICS from 9:45-10:45 am
Grades 6-8
Meet in Social Hall from 9:45-10:45 am
Sign in at SJCS at 9:45

Communion prep (FHC)
Meet at SICS from 9:45-10:45 am

Confirmation prep
Meet at Knights Hall from 9:45-10:45 am

Parents

Meet in SJICS cafeteria for coffee and donuts
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Tour Schedule This Month in Church

10/5/2025 Mass Tour — 6th-8th
10/19/2025  Prayer Tour - PK3-1st
Sign in at SICS at 9:45
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