
 

 February 20-

21, 2026  

FAITH FORMATION 
2025-26 

Latest news and bulletin updates  

Issue #11 

 

 

Sacramental Preparation: 
 

First Reconciliation/First 
Holy Communion  
 

Save the date! The First Holy Communion Retreat 

is scheduled for Sunday, April 12, 2026 from 9:45-

2:00, lunch provided. Parents attend with 

candidate. We will have prayer, activity and 

rehearsal for First Holy Communion.  
 

Are we are still tracking down your child’s 

Baptismal Certificate? Please send us a copy to 

faithformation@st-joseph.cc today. 
 
 

Please see website for important dates and info. 
 

Confirmation  
 

The Spring Confirmation Retreat is scheduled for 

March 8, 2026 beginning at 9:45 am, followed by 

Mass at 11, and then prayer and activities until 3 

pm, lunch provided. Parents/sponsors attend with 

candidate. 

Have you turned in your Baptismal Certificate? 

Have you turned in your sponsor information? 

Have you researched your patron saint? 

Have you written your letter to Bishop Parkes? 

Are you attending Mass regularly and discerning 

God’s plan for you? 
 

The next opportunities for Volunteer Hours are: 

The Family Stations of the Cross and the Lenten 

Penance Service– see email to volunteer.   
 

Please see website for important dates and info!  
 

Christian Initiation for Children 
 

Saturday is the Rite of Election at 10 a.m. for 

unbaptized catechumens.  Bishop Parkes will 

meet and bless you as you sign the book. 

Sponsors attend with catechumen.  
 

Please see website for important dates! 

 

Lent 2026 

As we enter Lent, please note that Faith Formation’s Confirmandi will be hosting the Stations of the Cross 

on Friday, February, 27th at 7 pm and the Penance Service on Thursday March 12th at 7pm. Please see 

email to volunteer. 

 

 

This Month in Faith Formation 

Current News: 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops states, 

“Lent is a 40-day season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving 

that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown on 

Holy Thursday.  

The Three Pillars (Kid-Friendly): 

Prayer (Talking to God): Spending more time with Jesus, 

perhaps by reading a Bible story or having a family prayer 

corner. 

Fasting (Giving Something Up): Giving up something 

small (like candy or screen time) to remember that Jesus 

gave up everything for us. 

Almsgiving (Helping Others): Doing good works, such 

as donating toys, doing chores without being asked, or 

helping those in need. 

It is a time to focus on love and sacrifice, helping 

children understand it as a "spiritual springtime" of 40 

days to prepare their hearts. 
 

Did you know? 
 

Ashes were originally for public sinners! 

During most Ash Wednesday Masses, the priest 

or deacon will use ashes from palms that were 

blessed on the previous year’s Palm Sunday to 

draw a cross on worshipers’ heads. 

In the early Church, those who had committed 

serious sins would wear sackcloth and receive 

ashes as a sign of public penance. Over time, this 

tradition was adapted for Ash Wednesday, 

becoming a practice for all Catholics as a sign of 

humility and repentance. The ashes symbolize 

mortality, repentance, and purification. 

As the ash cross is drawn, the priest or deacon 

says the words, "Remember that you are dust, and 

to dust you shall return." 

A Look Ahead At Tours: 
      

    Next up: ROSARY PROJECT Tour  

   More info to follow 

 

Upcoming: 
 

We are looking for 

Confirmandi 

volunteers to serve at 

Stations of the Cross 

on Friday February 

27th at 7 pm and/or 

our Parish Lenten 

Penance Service, March 12th at 7 pm. We 

need cross bearers, greeters, readers, and 

ushers – see email to volunteer. All 

Confirmandi should plan to attend.   
 

Faith Formation Living Rosary Project 
Just in time for Mother’s Day – a Living 

Rosary presented by your children. Each of 

the classes with recite a decade of the rosary 

in the church as part of the Faith Formation 

Rosary Project.  If you would like to help us 

make this happen, please contact us at 

faithformation@st-joseph.cc. 
 

Faith Formation Book Club  
Don’t forget to exchange your borrowed 

book, read it and then let us know if we 

should buy more to share with your friends 

in Faith Formation!   
 

 

A 2-Month Look Ahead At Family  

Events (save the dates): 
 

2/27/26 Stations of the Cross (FE) 

3/12/26 Penance Service (FE) 

3/29/2026 Palm Sunday Celebration (FE) 

Faith Formation for Parents   
Please join us for coffee and donuts while the 

children are in class. This week Lent. 
 

Don’t Forget to Mark you calendar for 

Stations of the Cross and the Lenten 

Penance Service! 
 

“Praying for Those Making Their 
Sacraments this Easter Season” 
Saint Joseph Catholic Church has 122 catechumen 

and candidates preparing for Baptism, First 

Reconciliation, First Holy Communion, and/or 

Confirmation this Easter season.  We have 

bookmarks prepared for those who wish to pray for 

them.  Our catechists will be leading prayers each 

week in the classroom but you can help too. Please 

pick up a bookmark and pray with us.  We also 

have cards available to write your 

catechumen/candidate a note of inspiration, 

congratulations, or whatever is appropriate. Please 

see June for more information. 

 

 

Grades Pre-K – 5 

Meet at SJCS from 9:45-10:45 am 

Grades 6-8 

Meet at SH from 9:45-10:45 am 

Communion prep (FHC) 

Meet at SJCS from 9:45-10:45 am 

Confirmation prep 

 Meet at Knights Hall at 9:45 

Parents - Meet in SJCS cafeteria 

Tour Schedule  

This Month in Church 
 

None this weekend 
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